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                          Media Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ONTARIO’S ELITE CHEFS CREATE A RED CARPET FOOD CELEBRATION FOR CUVÉE GALA  

St. Catharines, ON, January 21, 2010 – The line-up of chefs has just been announced for the Cuvée Gala, taking place on Friday, February 19th.  Ontario’s culinary excellence will be on display at the Gala, which is part of Cuvée Weekend, Niagara’s foremost wine and food celebration.  The Gala boasts live cooking stations alongside wines poured by Ontario’s best-known producers, where each chef showcases two specially prepared dishes, or “tasting plates”.

This year, Cuvée is thrilled to announce its new partnership with culinary host, Savour Ontario, a program of the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs dedicated to promoting restaurants that feature Ontario foods.  The Gala will feature a large number of Savour Ontario chefs, connecting food lovers with the flavours of our province.  
As a result, the chefs participating in the Gala grows from the traditional nine to a complement of fourteen, who truly represent the best local cuisine to be found throughout Ontario.  The Savour Niagara chefs represent local wine country stars and Cuvée veterans, along with many new faces, including:

· Matthew Carmichael, Restaurant 18, Ottawa
· Bertrand Alepée, Amuse-Bouche  Restaurant, Toronto
· Daniel Gilbert, Daniels of Nobleton, Nobleton
· John Crowley, Davids Restaurant, Port Dover
· Rory Golden, Eclipse Restaurant at Deerhurst Resort, Huntsville
· Ross Midgley, The Kitchen House at Peninsula Ridge Estates Winery, Beamsville
· Joseph Petrinac, Little Inn of Bayfield, Bayfield
· Haworth, Chris, Spencer’s on the Waterfront, Burlington
· Roberto Fracchioni, Millcroft Inn, Caledon
· William Brunyansky, The Charles Inn, Niagara-on-the-Lake
· Stephen Treadwell, Treadwell Farm to Table, Port Dalhousie
· Jamie Smith, Zee's Grill, Niagara-on-the-Lake
They will be joined by the students and chefs of The Niagara Culinary Institute and hosting sponsor, Fallsview Casino Resort, showcasing Ray Taylor and his team.  Guests will also enjoy Ontario artisan cheeses from The Dairy Farmers of Canada and Italian Ice Cream, for a total of fifteen food stations.
Cuvée Weekend tickets are available at www.cuvee.ca or by calling 905-684-8688.  Cuvée En Route admission can be purchased separately for $30.00 per person, via the same outlets or at participating wineries on Cuvée Weekend.  Ticket and event information, details about each winery’s Cuvée En Route tastings, overnight accommodation packages, and event announcements can all be found on the Cuvée web site, www.cuvee.ca.  Cuvée’s Honorary Patron is His Excellency Jean-Daniel Lafond.
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For further information, contact:

Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation

Tel: 905-684-8688, Fax: 905-684-2337, E-mail: liz.palmieri@niagaracommunityfoundation.org
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