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Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WINEMAKERS JUDGE THE WINES OF THEIR PEERS FOR CUVÉE, THE “OSCARS” OF THE ONTARIO WINE INDUSTRY 

St. Catharines, ON, January 28, 2009 – In anticipation of the Cuvée Awards, recognized as the “Oscars” of the Ontario wine industry, 41 winemakers gathered together for an intense day of blind tasting to select this year’s winning wines.  The winners remain a closely guarded secret until they are announced at the Cuvée Gala, to be held Friday, February 27th at the Niagara Fallsview Casino Resort.  

The Cuvée Awards are unique in that they are the only awards in Canada where the winning wines are chosen by the winemakers themselves, and this peer review makes Cuvée one of the most meaningful competitions for Niagara winemakers.  Richie Roberts, winemaker at Fielding Estate Winery, was one of the many winemakers participating in the judging.  “Many of the wines that we tasted for the 2009 Cuvée judging showcased the talent and potential of Ontario wineries. The varieties that we are so consistent with in Ontario – Riesling, Chardonnay, and Pinot Noir – clearly stole the show, in my opinion.”

Fifty-two Ontario wineries submitted over 190 white, red and sweet wines for a variety of awards including Best Sweet Wine, Best Red and White Wine and the LCBO Chair Award for Best General List Red and White Wine.  All wines were also rated to ensure that they met the Cuvée Standard of Excellence and therefore merit pouring at the Cuvée Gala.  

Cuvée Weekend tickets are priced at $200.00 per person and include admission to the Cuvée Gala and all Cuvée En Route activities.  They are available to the public at www.cuvee.ca or by calling 905-684-8688.  Cuvée En Route admission can be purchased separately for $30.00 per person, via the same outlets or by visiting one of the participating wineries on Cuvée Weekend.  Proceeds from the weekend go to the Niagara Community Foundation.  Ticket and event information, details about each winery’s Cuvée En Route tastings, overnight accommodation packages, and announcements about participating wineries and chefs can all be found on the Cuvée web site, www.cuvee.ca.  Cuvée’s Honorary Patron is His Excellency Jean-Daniel Lafond.
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For further information, contact:

Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation

Tel: 905-684-8688


Fax: 905-684-2337
E-mail: ncf@becon.org
