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Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NIAGARA’S ELITE CHEFS CREATE A RED CARPET FOOD CELEBRATION FOR CUVÉE GALA  

St. Catharines, ON, February 17, 2009 -- On Friday, February 27, Ontario’s culinary excellence will be on display at the Cuvée Gala.  Part of Niagara’s foremost wine and food celebration, Cuvée Weekend, the Gala boasts live cooking stations manned by award-winning chefs alongside wines poured by Ontario’s best-known producers.

This year’s stellar group of chefs includes Niagara wine country cuisine pioneers and students poised to become the star chefs of the future, all representing the leading restaurants of Niagara.  The chefs will each present three different creations at individual live cooking stations throughout the Gala.  These special “tasting plates” will include menu items like Duck Confit Crepe with Foie Gras Sauce, Icewine Poached Lobster, and Pinot Gris Steamed Halibut.
Included are local wine country stars Jason Parsons of Peller Estates Winery, Patrick Engel of The Good Earth Cooking School and J Mark Hand of the Deck at Creekside.  Cuvée veterans Erik Peacock of Wellington Court and Claudio Mollica of Casa Mia Ristorante will be returning this year, along with the students and chefs of The Niagara Culinary Institute and hosting sponsor, Fallsview Casino Resort, showcasing Ray Taylor and his culinary team.  The culinary creations of Criveller Cakes, Fine Canadian Cheese, and Italian Ice Cream will also be on offer.
Cuvée Weekend tickets are priced at $200.00 per person and include admission to the Cuvée Gala and all Cuvée En Route activities.  They are available to the public at www.cuvee.ca or by calling 905-684-8688.  Cuvée En Route admission can be purchased separately for $30.00 per person, via the same outlets or by visiting one of the participating wineries on Cuvée Weekend.  Proceeds from the weekend go to the Niagara Community Foundation.  Ticket and event information, details about each winery’s Cuvée En Route tastings, overnight accommodation packages, and announcements about participating wineries and chefs can all be found on the Cuvée web site, www.cuvee.ca.  Cuvée’s Honorary Patron is His Excellency Jean-Daniel Lafond.
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For further information, contact:

Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation

Tel: 905-684-8688


Fax: 905-684-2337
E-mail: ncf@becon.org
