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Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CUVÉE WEEKEND TICKETS ON SALE AND CULINARY LINE-UP ANNOUNCED

St. Catharines, ON, January 13, 2009 -- This year’s Cuvée Weekend will take place Friday through Sunday, February 27-March 1, 2009.  The red carpet celebration has delighted wine and food lovers for the past twenty years, and is one of the Ontario wine industry’s best loved and most venerable events.  Tickets are on sale to the public and include admission to the Cuvée Gala and Cuvée En Route activities.
On Friday February 27, the Cuvée Gala will take place adjacent to Niagara Falls at hosting sponsor, Fallsview Casino Resort.  During the Gala evening, the winners of the coveted Cuvée Awards are announced, recognizing the excellence of individual Ontario wines.  For the first time, the awards will also honor a local Niagara grape grower with the introduction of the Grape Growers of Ontario Award for Excellence in Viticulture.  Guests will sample over 190 wines representing both award winners and special selections poured by 52 wineries.  These wines represent the best that Ontario has to offer and the celebration gives guests an opportunity to rub shoulders with winemakers and industry insiders.  
Creations from some of Niagara’s most celebrated restaurants and food purveyors at live cooking stations are another Gala highlight.  This year’s impressive line-up includes Peller Estates Winery Restaurant, The Deck @ Creekside, Niagara Culinary Institute, Criveller Cakes, Casa Mia Ristorante, Wellington Court, Good Earth Cooking School, and Ponte Vecchio at Fallsview Casino. 

Andrea Kriluck, Event Chair and former Director of the Niagara Community Foundation, which presents the event, says: "Cuvée is a wonderful celebration of the best in Ontario winemaking. It has become one of the most anticipated events of the year for wine and food enthusiasts."

Weekend guests top off their experience by touring and tasting along Niagara’s wine route Friday through Sunday with the Cuvée En Route passport.  The passport allows holders to visit wineries throughout Niagara for special themed tastings.  A record 43 wineries are participating in the tasting program this year.
Cuvée Weekend tickets are priced at $200.00 per person and include admission to the Cuvée Gala and all Cuvée En Route activities.  They are available to the public at www.cuvee.ca or by calling 905-684-8688.  Cuvée En Route admission can be purchased separately for $30.00 per person, via the same outlets or by visiting one of the participating wineries on Cuvée Weekend.  Proceeds from the weekend go to the Niagara Community Foundation.  Ticket and event information, details about each winery’s Cuvée En Route tastings, overnight accommodation packages, and announcements about participating wineries and chefs can all be found on the Cuvée web site, www.cuvee.ca.  Cuvée’s Honorary Patron is His Excellency Jean-Daniel Lafond.
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For further information, contact:

Liz Palmieri, Executive Director, Niagara Community Foundation

Tel: 905-684-8688, Fax: 905-684-2337, E-mail: ncf@becon.org
